i South Carolina
= Aquarium

Sea Turtle Identification Worksheet

Directions: Use the sea turtle identification key below to identify the seven sea turtle species! A guide to sea
turtle external anatomy has also been included.

usu. 6 or more 5 costal scutes;
costal scutes Nearly circular
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s Hard carapace (shell) with Leathery, no scutes; m

§ large scutes (shell plates) 5 long ridges

g 5 or more costal (lateral) scutes; 4 costal (lateral) scutes; —-'

Ei First costal scute touches nuchal First costal scute does not touch nuchal C
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% Two pairs One pair prefrontal scales

3 prefrontal scales; 1 -l

= Carapace wide and 5 or 6 costal scutes; overlapping
almost circular Carapace not circular scutes m
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Restricted primarily to the
eastern Pacific Ocean;
Dark pigmentation
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Found in tropical
coastal waters
of Australia;
Carapace has
upturned edges

Found in tropical waters Restricted primarily to
of the Pacific, Indian and the Gulf of Mexico and
South Atlantic Oceans Atlantic coast of the USA
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Sea Turtle External Anatomy Key

== Carapace — top shell
Plastron - bottom shell (not
shown)

® Scutes - individual shell sections
Prefrontal scale/s — scale/s
between eyes, sometimes paired

® Nuchal scute — scute directly
behind head and neck

@ Vertebral scutes — center row of
scutes

@ Marginal scute — smaller scutes
surrounding entire carapace
Costal scutes - row of scutes
between marginal and vertebral,
on each side of carapace
Flippers (4)

® Head

® Eyes
Tail (not shown in pictures)
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Sea Turtle 1 Sea Turtle 2 Sea Turtle 3
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Scientific Name: Scientific Name: Scientific Name:
Common Name: Common Name: Common Name:
Sea Turtle 4 Sea Turtle 5 Sea Turtle 6

Only found in tropical waters
of Australia

Scientific Name: Scientific Name: Scientific Name:
Common Name: Common Name: Common Name:
Sea Turtle 7
T Scientific Name:

Common Name:




